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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CRIMINAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

coNrEMpr pErrrroN (cRrMtNAL) No' lD
IN

I.A' NO. 13L4, 1474,2L34 ol 2oO7

IN

wRrT PETTTON (C) NO. 2O2 OF 1995

IN THE MATTER OF:

AI'4ICUS CURIAE

AND

1. SHRI PRASHANT BHUSAN, AdVOCAtC.

RESIDING AT:
c-67, SECTOR-14,
NOIDA,
UTTAR PRADESH.20l3O1.

2. TARUN J. TE]PAL
EDITOR.IN.CHIEF,
TEHELKA,
t't-76. 2no rLooR,
M.BLOCK MARKET,.
GREATER KAII.ASH.II,
NEW DELHI - 110048.

To
The Hon'ble Chlef Justice of India
And his other companion Judges
Of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India

The a pplica nt abovenamed

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH:

AN APPLICATION DRAWING ATTENTION OF TfIISJJON'BLE
cou nr r o conieM pruous srereM r Nrs nepoRIEP-I[IEE

TEHELKA MAGAZINE'

oF 2009

..Appllcant

. Respondents
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1) The Appllcant seeks to brlng to the notlce or thls Hon'ble Court

the attack on the lntegrlty of thls Hon'ble Court r'y the

ResPondents'

Z) The Applicant submlts that allegations attrlbutlng corruptlon to

slttlng Judges of thls Hon'ble court ls clearly an attelnPt to

undermlne the publlc confldence tn tfii Court as an lnstltutlon'

These scandalous statements were made by Responcent No' 1

and carried out ln IssrJe No' 35, Dated September 05' 2009 ln

Volume 6 of the Tehelka Magazlne i'e' Respondent No' ? hereln'

3) The Respondent No.1 ln an lntervlew to the Tehelka magazlne

has not onlv Ettrlbuted corruptlon to the Hon'ble Judges of thls

Hon',ble court admlttedly wlthout a4y evldence brit also

suppressed vital materlal lnformatlon whlle narratlng the facts of

a particular case whlch has shaken the confldence of the public

in the Justice dellvery system and tarnlshed the imaqe of this

Hon'ble Caurt ln eyes of the Publlc'

4) The portion of the interview to which the Applicant seeks to

draw attentlon ls extracted as below:

You've been at the forefront of the iudicial

accounta bil itY camPaign. whY?

ll

a
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I have been witness to judicial corruption in the courts for a

very long tlme, I know declslons are passed for extraneous

conslderations, but lt,s difttcutt to get hard evldence of thls,

There have been highprofite tmpeachment attetnpts, for

instance, on Justice Ramaswamy, Jusuce punchl and Jus\ce

Anand. Yet, they all went on to become chlef Justtces, In
my vlaw, out of .tha la,t t6:to t7 chtel lustlcas, hall

hrva baan corrupt. t c.nt provo thlt, though wa hrd

evldence agalnst Punchl, Anand and Sabharwat on the

basis of whlch we sought thelr lmpeachment,
i

Are there other ways ln whlch judtctal corruption

manifests ltsaln

There are so many. There ts Jusuce Kapacfia who

decided on the Nlyamglrl mlntng /eas€ caso in Orissa,

He said Vedanta can't be given the lease because lt,s been

blacklisted by the Norweglan government; but tts subsldiary

company Sterttte can get the lease because tt ts a publtcly

listed company. )us ce Kapadta said i* publicty listed

because he had shares in it and yet he passed an order in

favour of Sterlite! Th€re is a taw against Judges hearing

cases where thera ls a conffict of tnterest, but they

iust bypass it and you can,t complain because that
would be contempt.

,

i
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The Appllcant submlts that the questlon whether or not Judges

should hear cases, as a matter gf proprlety, o;t the prlnclple that

Justlce should not only be done but appear to be done, ls not

relevant for the present. The allegations made aforesald suggest

that Mr. Justlce Kapadla hearlng the case mlnlfested an act of

corruptlon.

These statements severely erode the publlc confldence In the

Judlclary and are contemptuous per se, The statement a:leglng

corruptlon ln respect of past chlef Justlces smacks of

irresponslble mallgnlng of the ln;tltutlon - creatlng a dod6t of

who all wculd be the "gullty" - thereby tarnlshlng the lnstltution

itself. Respondent No.1 admlts that he does not have evlclence

to back hls staternents and cannot prove the srnre but

nevertheless goes on to make the unsubstantlated allegations.

In relatlon to the allegatlons agalnst the Hon'ble Justlce Kapadla

it is submltted that the Respondent has lndulged ln half truths.

What has not been revealed is that durlng the course cf hearing

of that particular case, Justice Kapadia had in fact disclosed his

holdlng of shares and offered to recuse from the matter, He only

proceeded in the matter after all the parties assured that they

had complete confidence tn him and had no objecflon to his

hearing the case.

6)

2/
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8)

e)

It ls submltted thlt ascrlblng corruplton to an act whtch was

undertaken wlth the consent of the advocates appeartng ln the

matter ls a dellberate attack on the Judlctary onty wtth a view to

undermlne the publlc confldence ln the lnsutuHon.

In this context lt would be relevan! to extract the fcllowlng

passages from the the JuCAement ol thts Hon'ble Court ln

Harldas Das'r, Usha Ranl Banlk,(2007) t4 SCC I :

1. "Juoge bashlng" and using derogator! ,.and
contemptuous language agalnst Judqes has becoflle a
favourite pastlme of sDme beoDle. Thase staternents tend
to scandallse and lower the authorltv of the codrts and
cannot be permitted because, for functlonino of
democracy, an lndependent Judlciary to dtspense jUstlce
without fear and favour ls oaramount. Its strenoth-ls the
faith and confidence of the people ln that lnstltutlon, That
cannot be permltted to be undermlned because that wlll be
agalnst the publlc lnterest,

t-

30, Majesty r.rf law continues to hold lts head high
notwithstandlng such scurrilous attacks made by persons
who feel that the law courts will absorb anything and
everything, lncluding attacks on thelr honesty, r,rtegrity
and impartlality. But lt has to be borne In mlnd lhat such
dlvinity and magnaninrity is not its weakness but its
strength. It generally lgnores irresponsible statements
whlch are anythlng but legltimate crltlclsm. It ts to be
noted that what ls permlsslbie is Iegitimate criticism and
not lllegltimate lnslnuation. No coUrt can brool( with
equanimity somethlnq which may have lendetlcy to
interfere with the administration of justice. Sorne people
find judiciary a soft target because lt has neither the power
of the purse nor the sword, whlch other wings of
democracy possess. It needs no reiteraUon that on
judlclary mlllions pin their hopes, for protecung their liFe,
libefiy, property and the like. Judges do not have an easy
job. They repeatedly do what resf of us (the peopte) seek
to avoid, make decisions, said David pannick in his book
ludges. )udges are mere mortals, but they are asked to
perform a functlon which is truly divine.
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10) It is submltted that the statements made by the Respondent NA.

t hereln and publlshed by Respondent No, Z unr-oUlvocally

scandallse and lower the authorlty or this Hon,ble court and

interfere wlth the admlnlstratio.n of jusHce.

11) In the clrcumstances lt ls respectfu y pr.yed that thts Hon,bte

Court may conslder taliing approprlate acflOn, Includlng

(a) initiation of suo moto contempt proceedlngs against the

Respondents hereln.
{.

(b) Pass such other and further orders as ln the interest of

Justlce may be deemed neuessary

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINONESS THE APPLICANT AS IN DUTY
BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY.

FILED 8Y:

(HARISH N. SALVE)
AMICLIS CURIAE

(

NEW DELHI:
DATED:06.11.2009

I
.!.
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'Half Of The Last 16 Chief Justices Were
Corrupt'
The decision lo declare assals ls.a.blg v,b tory. Supreme Coutt lawyer prrshdnt
Bh us han rel/s s HoMA cxe u ox u ni ii ii'it ii ii il iit ri"ii o u r p ai ci ary

ll's 
greet.Judgo8. havc agreed to declaro atrotg,t ulwrn tt roafly help? polltlchn. do lt too.

.r 
ntG dsct..ion is vrry w€lcomc, cvcn lf lt,a jnlv

nappener. :rnder public pressure. lt ls proof oi thepow€r ot :.ub c oplnlon. And cvcn thouoh diclertno
assets is.rr retativcly minor aspcct ot juiiciii- - "'
accounlaorlity, it will help. lf a Judgc misdeclareg his
assers, lnere's a chance someon€ might know he' 3s particular properties ho hasn't deilaieO, anJ-

--"ay.point ,t out. One coutd then examine if ihese
can be explatned within their legal lncomo.

The debate around judiclal accountabllity hasgot r,rally hot, Are there watersheO evenig tttat
triggered this?

In publlc lnterest prashant
thu.shgn has champloned the ftght
for Judlclal accountablllty
Photo: SHAILENDRA PANDEY

|ot1 my own perception, but I think for the public thare were two wat€rshed events _the chief Justice sabharuvar case lwhere thii *i, .ii ,ri"grtion th.t chrot Jugtice ys
sabhanval's orders to demorish commercrnr ouilets rn oittrlctrectty benorited hiB 8ons,who were partners with some matt aevetopersi inJ ir..,u cr,..i.u.o p-roriJi.t ir-nl-"-'scarrr Both these cases got wide media 

"ttention. 
a zooo ir"n.prr"n.y rnternationarreport said the judiciary in lndia is the s€cond most .o"rpt lnitifii";;;"; t]i;;;il;:

You've been at the forefront of the Judlcial accountability campalgn. Why?l,have been witness to judiciar corrupt'ion i;',' it,J i"urt's i-"i'a very rong time. r knowiiecisions are passed for extran<roui. considerationi, bui itl oimcurt io fei naiJ evioence
3f-,I:.-T!:r" have been highprofito irpeaii,r"ri aitlrj[, t", instancs, on JusriceH?maswamy, Justice punchi and Justica Anand. yet, tnly ail went on to uectme ciieiJustices. tn 'ny view, out ofthe,rast ro io r z .niuiirsti."rl'nlr n.u" been corrupt. r can,tprove this."i.:cugh we had evidence against nunchi, An;d 

-and 
sabharvral on tho basisof which \ :-. sought their impeachmeni.

y"H:lX:}" root cause ofjudicrat corruption then, and what are your key

our key demand is an institutionar mechanism for entertaining compraints and taking- -'1y-r 

-aoa1n:t 
rhe judiciary. t{otnin-g exiiti toalv. Eriir,,iil',earses rmpeachrnent is--/)racticar' To move an imoeachmlnt motion ybu neel'tni signat,,res of 100 Mps, butyou can't get them because many lrres rrare ptil,lg r.iirlrar or party cases in theseludgei'courts rn the impoachment procoeding .g.iiri .J-;;i." Bhara, the gJp decrinecrro srg, becausa LK Advani ha.d-been dq.inF;v'il;,iii. e.uri MasJid demoritioncase' su'h poriticar considerations prevair arr tneiime, an'in-torr" procedure was setup in 1eee, post a chier justic"l_ggirer"ncl;;it;r:il.i'i#t 

too is activated ontyserectivety. For example, the complaint agrl.rt lrriil, gilia was that he haci
l,'.',:::fi l.'illH',t"t.,H:imirl[,..fr;Ed,.1l j,,,]rjfll,l,*:1.,
sev'''rar cases pending in courts subordinaGr" .,r.iiirr]ra. nnother compraint was

I:,,'il

t:lt,

j<..t-_*

ANNExuq.e-L! 7From Tehelka Magaztne, yol 6, /ssue Si, Dolod Seplenrlor 05, 2009
CURREI\T AFFAIRS judiciary
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Again, u,hat's the answer to that?
We neeo an-'ndependent Judicial Appointments Commisslon, which is independent and
v'orks full time, and follows some systenrs and procedures. Eligibility lists should be
prepared ar' j comparative merits debated and evaluated. you can't just pick ju<Jges
arbitrarily, and let people know about it only after the deed is dono.

Do an, counter arguments hold?
Nlone.tnar I can.see. The judges say aI this wifi compromise their independence.
unfortunately, they are equating the independenco of the judiciary wittr indelerrJence
trom acrountability. rndependence of the judiciary was meant to be indepencenJo tro,
the political establishment, not from all accountability.

Thore is still no
independent body to
process cornplaints and
action against judges

8
that in the Reliance Power nntter, though his son was the lawyer for Reliance powir,
Justice Bh€lla constituted a special bench whilo he was the prisiding judge iqr Lucknow.
He sat in the houso of ons tho judgos at 'llpm at night to hear thelr dagoind'pass an
injunction in their favour. We asked Chi6t Justice Sibhanvat to inltiata proceedinga
against Bhalla, but he refused.

Srmilarly, Juetlce ViJender Jaln declded.tho case of a porson whoee granddaughter ha,j ,

been mEnled out of hls own houac, Hc wrr r cloge fricnd but hc rillihcrrd eni dcolded
the ca8o ln thl8 p€r.on'r frvour, Th_c polnt lr, ln thcre caccr though vcry 3peolflc
complarnts werg mede to thr thln Chlef Jur ce of lndla (CJl), he dldn,tbo anythlng to
activato tha in-hour! proccdurc. All th.oc Judgc! havc gone on to bocomc chiol juiticer.
Bhall. ic.tlll chbf ,lurttcr ol R.Jr.thrn; Vlrbndla Jat,r bicamc chl.tJu. cc ot puijau e,ro
Hary?a.

What's the answer?
The first pr'rblsm is that ther€ is ng independent institution f6r entertaining complaints
and taking zr:tion against judgea. There hae to be I Nationar Judicial coriplaiuis
Commisr.or - ind€pendsnt of the government and Judiciary. lt should have flvs
n,embers and an investigating machinery under thom. Tho iecond problem lies in the' ':raswamy judgment, which ordered no criminal investigation can be done against a
IEge without prior writtetr permission of the CJl. That'B what happon€d in Kanitaka.
There was.a complaint agajnst sevcral judges visiting a motel anj misbehaving oiltr
women. When the police officer came, the judges threatoned him and said no FiR could
: flled against thenr because they were judges. This happened in the Ghaziabad

,.rovidtnt Fund case as we[, The investigation is stumped because the CJI lrasn't given
lrermission. We have to get rid of this injunction.

The third problem is the Contempt of Court Act. Today, oven if you oxposc a juctgo with
evidence, you run the risk of contempt. Judges are even soeking to insulat€ rhBnrsclves
from the RTl. We have to get rid of rh6 Cont€mpt of Court Act - not the whole Act.
Disobeying the orders of the court is civil contempt - that should remain. lnterfe'ing vrith
the admrnistration of justice is criminal contempt - that too slrould remain. What needs to
be deleted is the clause about scandalising or lowering the dignity of the court, fcr which
Arundhati Roy was sent to jail. Finally, there is the problem of appointm€nls. Earlier,
Judrcial appointments were made by tho government, which was bad enough. l{ow, by a
sleight of hand, the Supreme Court has taken the power of appointments to itself. Earlier
there were political considerations; now thor€ are nepotistic ones.

What are the b6st practlces and convonflons
et"ewhere?
. sirculd at least have Public Conflrmation hearings like
rn the US. ln the Senate Judicial Committee, you have
hearings where any public citizen can give evidence
about the background of a judge that has bearing on their
f rercely resisted here.

appointment. This is being

ll
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Are there other ways in which judicial corruption manifests itself? 
@1

There are so many. There is Justice Kapadia who decided on the Niyamgiri.mrning lease
case in oriesa. He said vedanta can't b6 giv€n the l6a5e becauso it,; ba;n bleokligted
by the Norwogien govornmsnt; but itr rubridlery company St'rlito can get the lease
because it is a publicly listsd compsny. Jusfloe Kapadla s'alo tt,e publlol! lllted bccause
he had shares in lt and yrt hc paarcd an ordcr in iavour of sterlriol rhirc lo e law
against judges hearing cases wh€ro thora ig a conflict ot intersst, but thoy Juot bypass lt
and you can't complain because that would be contempt.

YJRITER'S EMAIL
shorna@tEhelks.com

From Tehelka Magazine, Vol 6, /ssue 35, Dated Seplomber OS, 2OOg
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INOIA

CRIMINAL CONTEMPT PETITION NO. 1O OF 2OO9

IN

t.A. NO. 1374,1474,2134 0F 2oo7

tN wP (C) NO. 202 OF lses

IN THE MATTER OF:

AMICUS CURIAE
...,PETITIONER

VERSUS

-PRASHANT BHUSHAN AND ANR.
....RESPONDENTS

IJNTE RAFFIDAVIT ON BEHA LF OF RESP ONDENTNo.2

;..rfidavit.

That r have read and understood the contents of the contempt petition fired by the
Petitioner and my response to the same is as under:

I' Tarun Tejpal, S/o lnderjit Tejpal, Editor-in-chief, Tehelka, having office at M_76, 2nd
Floor' M-Brock, Market, Greater Kairash-r, New Derhi-1 1004g do hereby sor.mnry,state
and affirm as under:

I am Resporrdent No. 2 in the aforementioned contempt petition and being famiriar
with the factrs and circumstances of the case am competent to swear this counter

I

-2

ry
' rhat the aforesaid contempt petition relates to the publication in ,Teherka, 

of an
interviEw with Respondsnt No.1 about corruption in the judiciary. lt is submitted that
what was pubrished in, Teherka was a truthfur and accurate reproduction of the
contents of that interview

4' rt is the berief of 'Teherka' that a truthfur exposure of corruption in high praces
including the judiciary is an essentiar duty of the free press in the service of the
peopre of the lndian Repubric, such exposure serves two essentiar purposes. one, it
tends to deter others from indulging in co'uption for fear of such exposure, second,
it tends to activate the different institutions of governance to take effective measures
to curb the growing corruption.



)5 It is weil known that the people of this Republic are groaning under increasing
corruption in all institutions of governance, and all well meaning people in all walks
of life have to strive their utmost in an effort to eliminate this corruption.

6' ln exercise of its fundamentar right of freedom of speech and expressron, it is the
solemn duty of a free press to honesry and huthfury engage in discharging this
duty.

7 ' :s this duty has to be performed with great care, ,Teherka, 
onry pubrishes what it

believes to be true. Teherka practices pubric interest journarism of the highest order
and has earned a global reputation for its work. rt therefore only pubrishes the
statements made by responsibre peopre, who command the highest credibirity and a
reputation for their sense of responsibility.

As Respondent No.'r is universary regarded as a person of the highest credibirity,
integrity and devotion to pubric interest, ,reherka, 

was certain that the contents of the
interview that it pubrished was rruthfur and it was its duty towards the peopre, to

I

9.-That under articre 1g(2) of the constitution, onry reasonabre restrictions can be
placed on the freedom of speech in reration to conternpt of court. The deponent
believes that it is onry malicrous and farse aregations on judiciar corruptron which
can b'e restrained by any contempt raw and not aregations made bona fide and in
good faith' A bonafide expression of one,s views about the extent of corruption in the
judiciary can certainry not be restrained by a contempt raw in a democracy w*h a
fundamental right of speech.

10' rhat in fact this may be the reason for the parriament enacting sections 13(a) in the
Contempt of Courts Act 1971 in the fohowing terms:_

publish the same.

Section 13 - " n NI h n a

"Notwithstanding anything containod in any law for the time being in forco



"'criminar contemp. means the publication (whether by words, spoken or witten,
or by signs, or by visibre representation, or otherwise) or any matter or the doing

of any olher act whatsoever which_

({f
8/

rsr.tortt
C!VI, C'

Scandalizes ar tands to scandalize, or lowers or tends to lower the

(i0 Prejudices, or interferes or lends lo interlere with, the due course of any
judicial proceeding; or

(iil rnrerferes or tends to intarfere with, or obsrrucrs or tends to obstruct, the

administration of justice in any other mannet ,,

,r, 
--. 

t, is clear that Bection 13(a) permite punishment for cont.mpt only in casee

covered by sub-crauses (iD & (iiD of section 2(c) onry and acts faring under sub-

clause (i) are not punishabre. rn the present case, paragraph 10 of the instant

contempt petition shows that onry sub-crause (i) of section 2(c) is being invoked

(i)

otsu

p
b-clauses (ii) or (iii) of Section 2 (c).

N

\s\
\OOITE
)TAiY PU

D PONENTIl0. lro, c16
)vY .' llt
Jrr{aa
lrLL(

rr.r^qRlN{t
mr PraLnclad

Affid it are true and correct to my knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material
has been concealed therefrom.

DEPONFNT

ia

Verifled at New Delhi on this 6th day of Septemb er 2010.

lv
(a) no courr sha, impose a sentence undor this Act ror a contempt of court unress
rt rs sars/ied that tha contempl is of such a nature that it subsrantiary inteieres
or tonds subltantiaily to inteiere with the due course ot justicei,

1 1' Criminar contempt is defined in section 2(c) of the Act in the forowing terms:-

Section 2(c)

authority of, any coutt; or

(1

l, the above nanred Deponent, do hereby verify that the contents of the above
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INOIA

CRIMINAL CONTEMPT PETITION NO. 1O OF 2OO9

IN

t.A. NO 1374, 1474,2134 0F 2oO7

rN wP (c)No.202 oF 1995

IN THE MATTER OF:

A[/ICUS CURIAE -...PETITIONER

VERSUS

PRASHANT BHUSHAN AND ANR. ...RESPONDENTS

l, Prashant Bhushan, son of Shanti Bhushan, resident of B-16, Sector'14, Noida, U.P do

hereby solemnly state and affirm as under:

1. I am Respondent No. 'l in the aforementioned cont€mpt petition and being familiar with

the facts and circumstances of the case am competent to swear this Afftdavit.

2. That the Respondent by way of the present affidavit is placing on record an article written

by the Hon'ble Justice Krishna lyer in a newspaper "the Hindu" dated 21.09.2010

expressing his concern over the charges of corruption against the retired Chief Justrces gt

this Hon'ble Court and suggesting the steps which should be taken in order to address

this issue. Copy of the said article dated 21.09.2010 is annexed hereto as Annexure A.

DEPONENT

l, the above named Deponent, do hereby verify that the contents of the above Affidavit

are true and correct to my knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed therefrom.

+

Verified at New Delhi on tfrisU4JOay or Dec.zo'rc

DEPONENT

ADD|TIONAL AFFTDAVTT ON BIHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 1

VERIFICATION:
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Ooinion - News Analysis

A challenge before the nation

V.R. Krishna Iyer

Have some ChiefJustices of rhe Supreme Court indced been delinqueu. o,. is ShantiBhushan resorting to bravido? ni run iiirii r;;;;;;" 
*,

Shanti Bhushan is a distinsuished senior Advocate ofthe Supreme court. The former UnionLaw lvfini51s15as been a o-ubric-spinr.d..;r;i;i;;.,i#li*ner. 
Now he has, ir asuoke of seemingry egegious exirerrion Li"uti*ur .;;ilil, raised a hisroric, heuristic

iXililfl:ff ll?.H'*:l'f .P1l1es'ivJtr"i'nffi ,'li1.r,ish.'; j";il'.,v;ffi '
a.n-,ry i'.,ia.,?,.alf.*;?#fJi ir,ffi; Ti:::l[:*r -r*tii., of r. p.,i. i.i^
me, if you dare, he seems to sa,
whichsoundsmuch,*"',","Jiffi tl;liIi#;fi iifi :,::l;tr,.fi ffiff :H**fl 

,

Now it is left to the nadon to mo.r'e on this matter of paramounr importance. This is anastonishing event - the rarest of the rar. tira. iririi" ir r"i"'***a, if is swarai is normerely soft aud formal but firm*itr.:.,",.q"*ti,i?;ii";:ffi ,Ti#fi T:tr1,T#.r::i.Hll*t;;:X",..,:m::lno time to hesirate or invorvi in an ex.h*g; ;;;;;.'iil;'d ,h, the time for a suardedand diplomatic reaction. This is,gnplgce-d-eited: 
" 
,ri."rri"" 

"icitefJustices havJ beenpublicty accused by a SeniorAdvoL,. JilH;,;.il;il:,;*..
Take action or face collaose. Th.,"*,i";;;;;;;i,'#ii;:ixlilii:,ff :l{lffi '.1,1m:,::ff ,..il j,Jff 

1,il'-i,i,,,relar or shorv amoral indifference-or inacUon, Strorii irJ. i..p qrio *O go inro slumberin the face of operation Bhushan Bmvo ,.i". ,;; _;;;; ,;;r]iirgi ,r,i, a.rno..., 
^ ",11llt",i[AlUilt:',H'ril3:' it 'o"' to 

"'ion]l;' ffi;:;. it;il;# f;; ,"

r$;*:ki:i#,ljl.*;r"ild,,T:fijt jllr:n,*,T*.*.ix;#1:'*:d."
:,ai.ia q,,,.,,,ffi ;;dil ;,s:j;yJf l#lrr*::ffI#o ",0"*.' ivr,l",r,. - ""

Thjs is a crisis beyond li4r. Shanti 
fh5!a1 1d Ctuef Jusrice S.H. Kapadia rhemselves. Theextraordinarily epic charse demand.s. t."r. no*'.* ill;il..l;r. irs eyes a.nd pretend robe asleep? Wake up ana wak with yourhead f,ieh.;d'.r#I;iiunai as unique as thesrruation. To fail here will put ttre nation,s repuarion under grave suspicion.

The judiciary is constitutionallv e
.oufl irru.ir*,ir.-iiti;;:ii.:.**** to be criricat, to ouash andte a corrective. rrtves binding the fuactiona.l proces of tf,. Ei..u1i". _a

€THE$futsHINDU
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' 
the Legislature' what about thejrrdges ifthey are not efficien! competent and capabre, andwith a vision and mission to ransfo-rm ,r',"-r,i.ia iir#iJl;i"ry poricy or acrion thar isviolative of suprema lex? In th:.Unired a"6ehffifi;';"ei wurr.n proauced a racialrevolution *rat U.s. president Eisenh"*.i r",irJ", 

""rrir""ii th" co*mon*.ulth,visionaryiudges have shown their abirt,viJi.ir*** i.llty'tLougr,:uai.ial activism.

Even in india, pubric interest ritigation has revorutionary potential ifour ,robed 
bretruen, arereal.ly socialist and secular. They^do nor always possess iri pirrury f*f,ion such a dimensionin terms ofperception or vision. on tr,".ontriryl ro#"|,i.#ln* rcnd to yield to classbias and political pressure bv ,ur,irutiorui'.fr#il;;;:il;r-"riented 

prejudices.Indeed, some of them seem io.be ,r"*ry ,r..riiir; ,jt;;;fi"" by powertut vestedmterests. This is a grave danger.

Yet, the controversv raised hv Mr. Shanri Bhushan poses a serious peril berbre rhisRepublic's crimson-future. Our trysr *i,f, a.r,in.rlrlirrf ri.O i",fr. historic address by primeMinister Jawaharrar Ncrrnr. cannot u. i-pi.ri.rii.l'ri".. i#".ljro*.t0ry powers underArticte l4l and 144 lie with the highest Jo;l;;#;; i".I liro irair.*nt to rhe attack isto be amoral and unethicor to const'rtutiona.r ;;;*: If ;i;tlpubtic is a rivc constirutional
Iffi:lf*?: it has reccived iat;ffi;';ff;';* iiiitii*.. court Judges do have

lffil,iTffiffi:Tfjo"fl'rhfl1":y is rhe time to acr: it caanor wait tiu tomorrow. Mr.

f 1c:telffi;p,#i.iffiiilffi "#iilli#,1,1',ilil'f,Y;*"#-:r#,-
amount to cowardice, timidity, h:nkruptcy, and an uriworthy sub_isrioo to his audaciousrnvasion on rhe credibitiry of India,s higt;*..J*ir,"riii, tnJiupr"." Co*
Puliament must act' Let the prime Minister move a resorution asking the wo Houses tomeet and pass a motion appoinring the t igt.rr_eue. qu;i_ira#i u.ay ," sit and inquireLnto any judican'al retreat from.thleir o",r,'oro'i*. iii'-iirr'i,i",* issues of graveimportance' It is no ronger Bhusl", "rth.i,,fi;'i;il'iiiJ;. p"opre's right to have a
:ffilgj.r:fl:tr *ffIF!:. n'i' 

"utiin 
iig,iu[,ii- r,a,. snilu ehill* *l-ii

changes are made - ,o a., *.'"lllllj!a1ce.s-are 
not.nubtictv enquiteJ inio *a-i*lq*r,

Dupreme courl may shine supreme.

Aay Commission or Tribunal thar is created shourd not be confined to the charges in itsambit of enquiry. The oublic musr b" uUf. a" urirg _y'"ri.r"ff g.. us"i*r rhe judges ofthe highest courr' This wi, be a historic,.epic uri".ii" ily'ia fr* judges without fear or

ffiH ili ;l:ffirffsvstem 
oranv urir Jr.r.r*.'i"r..'u o".H*.. or.scriptioo,

fll,f kiif,|',.'Hn#,?:';I I, tid, iet him race rhe consequences orhis phenomenar

i"*m;"1:i*xut[ 
""'r.* :t[t ilffi ]iJii:1ff *:ffi ;3:

fq'#i1*t1r##i,;[*r*,]ilHn,[$.";liirff ,[+;id#n:.
iffi#Ifi ill *':,#'.tff*:'J' :ppoi 

nted to r,..i.*.''ri.,'.rathon process rvir r

.irai.i"r *oir.li".r, 
" 
;ffiiff::* The other four davs could be set apart for their regularI be unique - a bravejudicial oavrr"yi For,i.".ri.f"'-
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there been such a spiritual or civil challenge to a nation,s supreme body. lf
Let us Dot be afraid of doins rhe righr thing at the right time. Anybody who comes up withcharges must suffer punishient irirr....r"". o,,iio'Ei:rrpr"rfr']N"uody can escape afterlevelling allegations frivolouslv. n::.llly, ,ufignunriu-.ij ,.nau.iorSy. Mr. ShantiBhushan and prashanr Bhushan *irr eitir'e, go J3; i; rriril"y *"ir.rendous cha,engers ofevil or run afour of the law for havirg ;rr.t fri"oi;rr .'r,*gli*.". ,balr be done ro trejudges, and equally to those who,havi l.r;lt; ";;;;;;l;'rg#'mor. *.r,0 seek ro defile

*:.Hj* 
through blackmail *tt ue punis'treJ, u,ii."ii,.y'i! 

"ir. 
ro u*r up *a frou. ,i.

The collegium

Meaawhile, there is one more item of greal relevance and importance to be considered bvParliament. This involves the collegrum creared by- a judgment of the ail;;-il;.l",make appointrnents and recommend rhe transfer ofjutg;; oi'ti. iign., 
"o*t 

. Thi,instumentality is the creature of aluagment wit nl i"ira"iil', ir,rr. constitution. Itconstitutes an usurpation ofthe ooweri ortlr. g*..u,iu. Ji, noluia"rir., whatsoever. Ithas played havoc and deserves to,be-a.r"iii-r,J i1. i*iior.'n'tiri'.0*"tion, by means ofan amendment to the law. The coltegium is ans*,eia6le ro non'iJnd acts s.ithout

lil',,ffi !l,,,TlLiino,lffi:li 
fori Iarger bench . .r;i;;i; i;'; .onsrirurionar pro'ision

@ Copyright 2000 - 2009 The Hindu
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IN THE MATTER OF:

AMICUS CURIAE

PRASHANT BHUSHAN AND ANR.

IT

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

Cr. M.P. NO. _ OF 2010

IN

CRIMINAL CQNTEMPT PETITION NO. 1O OF 2OO9

IN

t.A. NO. 1374, 1474,2134 0F 2007

tN wP (c) No. 202 oF 199s

....PETITIONER

VERSUS

a

....RESPONDENTS

PPLIC PERMISSI N TO FILE NAL AFFIDA N HA F
RESPOND NO.1

To

The Hon'ble Chief Justice &

His Companion Justices of the Supreme Court of lndia

The humble application of the Petitioners above named.

Most respectfully showeth:

That the applicant is the first respondent in the aforementioned contempt petition and

by way of the present application seeking permission to file a supplemerdary affdavit

in the present case.

The applicant is filing an additional affidavit to place on record an article by ihe Hon,ble

Justice Krishna lyer in a newspaper "the Hindu'dated 21.09.2010 which is direcily

related to the present contempt proceeding.

It is submitted that it would be in the inlerest of justice that this Hon'ble court allows

the applicant to file the said additional aflidavit.

I

z
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PRAYERS +

ln view of the above, it is most respectfury prayed that this Hon,bre court may be preased to:

a) permit the appricant to fire an additionar affidavit in the aforesaid contempt petition; anc

b) pass any other or further order/s as this Hon,bre court may deem fit and proper in th€
facls and circumstances of the case_

ApplicanURespond6nt No. 1

Delhi

Dated
Through: Kamini Jaiswal

(Advocate for the Applicant)
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?tN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CRIMINAL CONTEMPT PETITION NO. 1O OF 2OO9

IN

l.A. NO. 1374, 1474,2134 0F 2007

lN wP (c) No. 202 oF 1995

IN THE MATTER OF:

AMICUS CURIAE ...,PETITIONER

VERSUS

PRASHANT BHUSHAN AND ANR. .-.RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT

l, Prashant Bhushan, son of shanti Bhushan, resident of B-16, Sector 14, Noida, U.P. do

hereby solemnly state and affirm as under:

1. lam Respondent No. 1 in the aforementioned contempl petition and being familiar with

the facts and circumstances of the case am competent to swear this Affidavit.

2. That I have read and understood the facts mentioned in the accompanying application

and I state the facts mentioned in the accompanying application are true and coneqt to

the best of my knowledge.

DEPONENT

VERIFICATION:

l, the above named Deponent, do hereby verify that the contents ofthe above Affidavit

are true and correct to my knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed therefrom.

Verified at New Delhi on this ?,,hJ day of December 2010.

DEPONENT



IN THE MATTER OF:

AMICUS CURIAE

PRASHANT BHUSHAN AND ANR.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CRIMINAL CONTEMPT PETITION NO. 1O OF 2OO9

IN

l.A. NO. 1374, 1474,21340F 2oo7

)N WP (C) NO. 202 OF 1e95

.,,,PETITIONER
VERSUS

7h

U P T o F D

....RESPONDENTS

E TLF

l' rarun Tejpar' s/o rnderjit rejpar, Editor-in-chief, Teheika, having office at M-76, 2d Froor,M'Brock' Market, Greater Kairash-lr, New oerhi-110048 do hereby soremnry srate and affirmas under:

1' I am Respondent No. 2 in the aforementioned contempt petition and being familiar with
the facts and circumstances of the case am competent to swear this . Affidavlt.

2 That the Respondent by way of the present affidavit is placing on r€cord three documents
giving the rists of stories done en se11up110n and other stories rerated to riots, bomb blasts,
human rights viorations etc. done by Teherka in past to show that reherka has always
been exposing conuption and other evirs prevarent in our society through its investigative
stories. These slorles have won Tehelka dozen of awards and earned it a global
reputation in its pubric interest journarism. copies of these rists are annexed hereto as
Annexure A (Colly),

r' the above named Deponent, do hereby verify that the contents of the above Affidavitare true and correct to my knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material has beenconcealed therefrom.

VERIFICATION:

Verified at New Delhi on tfris@aay o I Nwr_mfug1g.

DEPONENT

DEPONENT
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finnep1a A t cAyl
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2 16 June

20a4

April 10,

2010

3

Synopsis

v

malpractices during detense procur€

to be arms deaters a.O ** *" n",, :r r;;::;:il:ffi:ffi::'
in lhis realm. Sev€ral political figures, as well as the army top brass, wsre
capturod on camera, colluding to take bribes in order to approva dsfgn8e confrsctg
worth hundreds of croros.

uncover€d

k m

ration West End ehelka's besi n s n s

rn4 n
h

DIGGING INTO the uttar Pradesh njrcotics trade , IEHELKA unearthed
o0 CU menta evid nery c S ral and n more than a dozen

ette rs n thover arsye s tv6uccess ta te e m n rslstc membersby ot tho
Sa Pamajwad the BJPt'ty a n d the B S P th netas reC0mmended tha casss eb
d r0 pedp rud o rds ths n Th e nv ti a ri0nI rovedp nthat a rc0ti in

PU h o r0 nI a0 wel -e ntre che^ an U bi r0n dol a with litpo lcra NS
an0 ol lcep ts bi est SI taks oeh ld ers eh n asked abou the

Iticlanpo S e ither end ied rh m 0ing acl m ed hto ave bo6 n misl d bv
sc0n entitu

conversations with thg district admini

rndrvrduarwhocrerm.,.o.,n.o*. j';:':;ff lr:#ffi ll"j-*;
has wrongfully acqulrod 69 acres of prime r6al €stat6 and was refuslng to give it
up. ln fact, the army had no docum€ntary proof of ownsrshlp o, th€ land.
Stunningly, the army had forc€d th6 governmenl to lig in parliamont 

on th rs rssu6.

After extensive investigations carried out by TehetkainPune, including detai

4 December

04,2009

lot

I he e ka nves a ti n0rg hows 0h n hc at rman o eth D odar Va ley
c 0 lrlatp n0 swa a p ntedp0r

le h e swa U nde h e Scanner o eth Centra
ns Comm t0n a m U Iti.cfore s m

5 July'1 7,2010

to conduct e probe into French cemont giant Lafarge,s llm8sto
Meghalaya. Lafarge was alleged to have be€n op€rating on for
proper clearance. A Tehelka investigation shows that Lafarge
a local MLA to buy land on its behalf and then transrer the sam

n9 mine8 ln

rest land without

had persuided

o to the company,
h

ment and Forests

ln April201Q, the Supreme Court d th t4 in of Enty

indlctlng MPs [/LAs.

against in Jail.

industry

these lstters,

t:.
,,t,;
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a

03.

0032

I

Generar ot t'iydrocarbons (DGH) or the Ministry of petror.um and Naturar cas had
received favours from contractors, including Relianos lndustd€s (RlL), in r€tum for
swift approvals of huge, unaudiled capitat expendlturss rslalng to gil and gag

exploraticnsl

te

hti m/s
s

0:l elka torv m .aso?a In4 me:file u 031 009 brack

€helka nvestigat on shows lhat ibal, direclor genoral ln the Di

7 April 03,

exampls of the Reddy brothers in Karnataka.

e

h

on in mining through
rnve igatjon p robes the enormous corru

A Tehe

May 12,

2007 A Teherka investigation shows that rndia,s second rarg€st bank rcrcr Bsnk has
taken a hit on loans givEn against warehouse receipts (WR)_ a pledge s€curity

which acts as evidence lhat a specilic commodity is kept in a warohouse. The
fraud, unearlhed in he quarter ended December 2006, was in tho rgglon of Rs

500 crore.

November

2007

wo(h crores of rupees, which he undervalued in his incoma tax relurns. As

TEHELIG found, the state,s senior_most cop was atEo lmp€ding lnqukies egalnst

shady build€rB with underworld connoctions. The evidence TEHELIC{ gathered

showed the DGp had been in th6 busincss of buying and s3lling proporty €ver

since 2000, Tha lnvesugation also found conclusiv8 documentary evldenc6 of

Pasricha's burying an Investigation into the susp.ct€d conilecuon between a

building firm and the Oawood tbrehim gang. As a result o, TEHELKA,9

InvBstigations, an inquiry headed by th6 state Chief Socretary was instituted by the

then state Homs Minister, RR Patil.

Maharasht ra DoP (oGP) PS Pa sncha used hls posrtion to accumula[o property

Aptit 21,

2007 laid bare his proximity to Maharashtra OGp pS pasrlcha. The build3r was anestBd

aftor Tehelka's investigations lnto pasricha,6 propeiles. Teholka then found more

svldonce of the nexus bgtween the two. ln a monthlong stlng opsration Earlier,

Tehelka had caught Sawla on a spycam saying pasricha was his ,guardlan, 
and

had been helping soft-pedalthe on-going investigaflon agalnst him. Further

investigaflons by Teherka showed that pasricha had bought an enflre froor from

sawla in the sams housing proje. over which the buirdsr has beEn angsted.

Tehelka acquired Sawla,s cellphone records thal clearly show thoir relationship.

Tehelka accessed tainted builder Shaitash Sawla' s mobile phone record, which
'10.
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.+
11

IJ

14

eb , 2007

evidence of kickbacks to 30 ofijciats in tho Slum Rehabilltation Authorlty, a body
headsd by Maharashtra CM Vitasrao Deshmukh. Ths monsy mad6 by the tainted
SRA otflcials,and builders runs into hundreds of crores. Tehelka further r6veal6d
that th. home ministry headed by the Deputy cM RR p.flr drdn,t respond.to AcB,.
rcque8t tor a Spoclal lnvasugaflon TEam.

h

A Tehelka speciat reporl made publ rc the Maharas htra polce discove ry

12 an 13, 2007J

the Supreme Court about the rehabilitation of Sardar Saroyar poject displaced
families. The Mp governmBnt totd rhe SC lhat they wero .well.rshabilitated. 

but
soverel families had not got possession of their land. Ths land was bought by
diskict officials and not by the affected families as clalmed in court by the Mp
govsrnment. Furrher, thg wator prpelne to the rand h8d br€n romovsd and rhe
land roglstry said that th€ Iand is not arebte,

A Tehetka investigation revaaled thatlhe it4ad hya P esh govem ment had Iied to

12,2009

December

court or lnquiry probing the Sukna land scam in Oarjeollng has,ound prlma facie
evidence of wrongdoing by four top army ofricers, including Mllltary Socretary Lt
Gen Avedhesh prakash, Lt Gen pK Rath and Lt Gen pK Hatgati. Tehetka tracked
tha story.

h

lnare velation that had damaging ramificatio ns for the imag6 ot th€ lndian Army, a

2009

erl

Judlcial corruption, Speclal CBljudge Rama Jain uncovered Rs 7 cror€ provident

Fund scam during vigilance inquiry. The accused Ashutosh Asthana revealed thet
he was paying otf 36 iudges including a sitting Suprema Court judgs and 1t High
Court judges. Suprems ggurt 61ra.ted the CBI to inve.stigale, psrmits inlBrrogation
of all involved judges. Severat status reports werg giv6n by tho CBI to ths sp€x
court Tehelka revealed that the reports were being kept secrot and so was lhe
action taken on the basis of reporls.

uprem0
argasrng

n 1

eh€lka tracksd the ourt's lack of urgency ln

18 N ovember

26, 2005 ot rupoEs in the area to the DLF, without 6ven acquiring it. Teholka lnvertlgsflons
showed that the Noida authority has sold prime real estatE to private partiss svBn

Tehelka reported that Noida authority sold p me la worth sevoral cror0s

I

ttr,/i-r-,.t"h"1k..a",

3.sso
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Oct 0

2006

2A

m 15

when the entire land did not belong to it , on other occasions as well,

un€mploymont allowenco, a8 promised to th6m undsr tha NEuonal Rural

Employm6nt Guarantoe Scheme (NREGS). A Toholka lnvesuga on lnto tho

working of NREGS in Up has reveated that it is fast turning into yet another hollow

government scheme, long on promises but short On delivery. Ellgibls ruralworkers

in UP aro not getting NREGS job-cards in many districts inctuding Sit6pur,

Barabanki, Rae Barell, Gorakhpur and Lakhimpur Kheri.

tk m

ed.aso

unemployed across lndia are nelther g6ttlng anyThousands of ru nor any

June 3 2006

bring water to the parched regiong in north Gujarst ls runnlng far bshlnd sch6du16,

and, according to the pro,lect,s internal audit roporl, 19,iddl€d wlth conupflon and

large-scale lrregulariues. The Sujatam Sufalam krigation projoct was launchod

ahead of the Parltamentary elecuons in February 2OO4 wlth great fanfare. lt was

announced that whsn completed rn December 2005, the proieqt would solvo the

water problem of the region oncs and for all. The R8 e,2oo.crors proj€ct was

meant to provid6 drinklng water to 4,900 villagBs through pipalines and spreeding-

channels in seven districts. But curen y only 47S villages are get ng piped watgr

under the project; work is undeMay in another 2,91S villages. TshBlka obtainsd a

copy of the project's int€rnal audit r6port.

Gujarat Chiei l/inister Narendra [,4odi's much{out6d Sujalam Sufalam prqect to

Jun 03, 0 6

Secretary Hemchand Sirohi and Energy S€crstary V. Jayashankar have baen

found gullty ot violating the Forest Conservatjon Act (FCA), 1980 and are ln

contempt of the Supremo Court (SC) orders in the Durgawati lrrigation proj6ct, in

thg Etate's Rohtas and Kaimur dlstricts.

A Tehelka invest atio n atth B h a c erg Secreta a nory r€ng

22 June 24,

2006 they have declared. Vineet Khare uncovers their property trail.

The socialist chief minister of Uttar Pradesh and h is family own much more than

.r.i.
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lNolA'S JUOICIARY is th6 country's most hoty cow. A colonial r6tic, thB Law of Contempt, has

etfectivoly silenced criticism. Going against the grain, TEHELT(A published a covsr story ba6pd

on how the just retired Chisf Justice of tndia, yK SabhaMal, had passed dubious.ludg,Tents that

directly helped hls sons aarn huge profits.

The judgments related.to removing otfices and shops in residential areas in oelhi. sablaMal was

unrelenting in the face of numerous pleas for more trme by the state governm€nt. As th6 massivg

sealingg drove commerciar estabrishments to th6 ma s, ssoha*als sons and a kBy rEar gstate

major involt6d ln malls, raking in crores.

'The issue of searing was difficurt as on the one hand it was a question of raw and on the other of

the sufferlng among the people," This is how Justice yK sabhanval, the former chl6f Justic6 of

rndia (cJl), described the demorition drive that had brought the nation,s cspitsr to a virtusl

standstill for weeks. Ths angulsh with whlch the form€r chleflusuce ol lndla d€scrlbd thB 66allng

drive as the most difficult decislon of his career, however, flies in the fac6 of tacts un€a.1h€d by a

committoe of equally 6minent citizens called the Campaign for Judicial Accountablllty and Judicial

Retorms. The committee's patrons rnclude such veleran torchbearers of public integrity as lormer

lew mlnlster shantl Bhushan, Jusflca vR Krlshna lycr. Admtrsr RH Tsh iant and thc suprrmo

Court lawy€r Prashant Bhushan.

Though the retired judge issued a rebuttal to the Tehelka's story, each ot the points raised h the

rebuttal were further proved wrong by the evidgnco.

htlo://www.tehelka.com/storv main3A. aso?filename=N e 1 gOgOTOfficefor.aso

:
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Other important investigations by Tehelka

1 March, 2000
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Fallen Heroes

h ttp

N p
Ep a e

tehelka.c omlsto maln6 .as le Ne041 09LL OT

2 February 7th,
2004

http Jiwww.tehelka, com/story_main.asp?fi lename=tsOl 3OO4shashi.asp

ti We

Te

A n m odo of ressrveagg hL lt S na a is m hn9 as beenm na a n ko n1Ao e ca fu end d US rb npe etwo rkely dba cked b h h hv eS ofs th la n d S e ofd its mos u rema itp ah S ndcy aia S 0n f0 ts k tav etsrg revea edhel ak n a d s u rb tns exp

J Apr 10, 2004

ilt:Jlffi"fJ'-a com/sto ry-m a in r . a sp ?rire n ame=Ne04 1 0

fo

Th nd an overn mo n a a Rs J5 cro Ie nkact for theu rch ap Aof 4K S nnte ded r the mod n als ntio toforces A Tehe ka nves ati n0 Stig revea ths a th nc0 actWA dtve b a B u ria nav rmfilg r,vith utatiorep n of arminrrote oSn ro us p

May 17, 2004 Asylums

/s

Ag

a m ?ft n 1

FOR AMOUNTS ranging from Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000, Dr SKGupta, a psychiatrist working at the state+un asylum inra, Uttar pradesh
, ce(ified women as mentally ill withoutclinical evaluations. His certificates ded women'sprovi

husbands a trouble -free route to a quick divorce. The doctorsold the certificate to a TEHELT(A reporter and to 1O ohermen. He was arrested the day the story hit the headlines.
in4.a

=Ne04the Dfl as0
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'14, August 2004

ritis

ti

ictu
esti

lto

ite

m/s ry_
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octor refers you for a scan or a tosttoapartlcular dia gnostic csntre, chances are h€ is getting a fatcommission from there. Asd iagnostic centres mushroom allover the country, the noble practitioners in white makemoney at the ense of pat ients they are mean t to heal.Tehelka's un ercover journa lists took up a job as arepresentative in two such centres in the Capital to unravelflourishing malpractice in which btg bucks bind corruptdoctors and greedy busrnessmen.
htto: tehelka matn 5.a sp? file na me= Ne08aaiabol jcal Dia0n osi S. ASD

Pay for scans
Each time a d

18 December,
2004

Pilot scam

k o a 1.as0RILPE4CA
m ln

ney
exp0s

A Tehelka sting operation nets .10
flying ,hours without theneed to step int0 a cockpit, and a student pilot's licence withaRsllakhbribe. More mo can fetch you an undeservedcommercial pilot's papers. The e rent holes ln our faithin pilots and our safety in the skies,
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ZAHEERA SHETKH and the Bes

ZAHEERA SHEIKH

ptu
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t Bakery case became thesymbols of the 2002 G u,,arat carnage. Fourleen people wereslaughtered by a mob at the Best Bakery in Vadodara,Zaheera's sister and u ncle were among those killedZaheera's account went into police files, was printed innewspapers, and she soon became the prime witness. That,however, didn,t stop her from taking monoy to let the guiltyoff the hook. Her repeated changes of testimony sm oothedthe way for the court setting all the d
ln its investigati

efendants free.
on, TEHELKA unea rthed the story of howZaheera had been threatened by the ringlead ers of the lynchmob. She had also been paid Rs 18 lakh to turn hostile. Heradmission, ca red on camera, implicated BJp leglslatorl\,4adhu Srivastav a, known to be close to Gujarat Ch jef

Minister Narend ra Modi, and his cousin Chandrakant
Batthoo. ln an u nprecedented move, the Supreme Courtordered the Best Bakery case to be shifted out of Gujarat to

mittee to enquire i
Mumbai, and set up a com nto Zaheera'svolte face. I t concluded tha t she had indeed been , induced'.ln March 2006, a court ordered that Zaheera undergo a one-year prison term for ng under oath.

Mar 12,2005

http://www-.tehelka.com/story_main 
1 1 .asp?filename=ts03,l 205Who_Kilted.asp
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riP c{n a S reta Pp K M hs ary Sa k hd m fito 0utnd wh ichm n ls n he C ba n ah md he citi sn b nu a

n a lln the 02tig 0 lt Ms ots h]S Ia rte to 5d kUM thI ah Us S cted Pp S ek U am Indya wa oS rd e tored tdp
P n d a S 0h nev n hp ef su ed Po M tha Iu P was

nha edd h e res ons bp sLes h naity a Ia a Ite Pye andvs ki ed n broa d ad h Pa nY d ag Ithe av used th0dlvt G0vern entm hof navr a ah n d ns th ki n T HE LI(AEsd 0SC VC red dtth Un n0 d rhd ely br0 cep 0se n u St stx
om nth bS aUt h that Sl'o ce ut n0p td dle to ra se eth 0stmab s tc na d ita U es ti son US Iq ro nU d n tsh Um rd Is
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fi 3',,,;ffi 
fl !:tf.;ffifj:::,ffifuffiHi: j:-.

arested. TEHELKA.scooped tneir narcoaiaiyli, .ni'[rrin_mapplng reports to throw light on a disturbind tre;;
rnorvrduats associated with HinflLr1y3 oumts fif<e ifrs hSS, tneVishwa Hindu parishad and the Ba1rang Dal are develooinoterror networks in north Maharashtra 

.targ.d,Ujn.e"ffiiJ#i9

Muslims. The motive: to avenge attacks carried out hv
Muslim extremists. one of tnoil wi.-o-_#i.'[i., iilli*ioHindus would be ,,treated 

ilke h

l'- Jr l: :.i i; ri #;"J; J5 i ffi :li:'iL? ;ilffJ,'?iTcarned out by Sadhvi pragya a-nd Lt Cot C;rohit;;il;".

The Hindu Hand

11 May 19, 2007

http:/A,vww.tehelka.com/storv r
soio"airr-o-Gi,a!'r''' "'"' v-main30 asp?fi lename=Ne1 2o
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10 Dec 30, 2006
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F ms a na a D utt S co-av ccu eS d n the I1 o3 omB bavAS S ah a bee n conv d n du e thI e h rsha
T lto s and D IS rU Actipt it s P nti no Act A)

no id n Um ch dess mn n ET H ELKAI neU a urthed rtco rds h ch o tn o UDp s xa c ro n th tSeven tthacu m n nteda eth s b om b b tsas no Ma rch 21 I1 I
D utt's I a aSO mdawye tted th he m tsta adh nbee treated

Um ch m0 re nt b h cov rtsuv h na h s co-accus6d
TE EH KAL then ed s mopos tou h UEstio sns q Th stam rmad itt thd a hhe da S eok n thp Anees b ah m brolh ofnU d rlrw0 dd n0 aD WOod b hra m th TIme accu edsp thin e
S ria b asts h d thidv Snve a on nclrg es otnag ressp
th n cnp0 U0 d? When two sedU 0wh had mc lyredsto th a 0 Sn WEp oc n ued nd r A AShy

UD tt 0 u S it nio de threq e rma S S dre ?pa uus Nf u a
mho uD dtt d dto h S AK E6troy swa nvt d fod tres U ^aion of evrd ub no th fi m tas r Thewhy?

n os ati no s h owedd th e d ff€ n s th a ma bkes eetwe nh ro na thdpo e r edp

1993 MUIVBAI BLAST CASE

Feb 3, 2007
DEBATES AROUND the innocence of Afzal Guru, awarded
the death sentence by the Supreme Court for the iS - 

---
uecember 200 1 attack on the lndian parliament aside,
TEHELKA found his brother making ,on"y in i,i. n.r".
Across Kashmir, peopte. potitical pirties anO secelsion-ists
arKe spoKe rn one voice _ Afzal Guru must be granted
clemency_or the Valley would go up in flames. g-ven as
orotnary Kashmiris risked lives to join the clemencv
p,rocessions, Afzal's brother, Aijaz Guru, and yasin Guru,
the brother of Afzal's co-accused Shaukat Guru collected uo
to Rs 7 lakh in the name of ,tegat 

aid, tor nfzaf. pofiticif-paffi
readers of ail shades rn x"sr.,nii, aJmiitei ;;;;;;i'il' *'"
having paid money to the duo in ttre Ueliet tnaiiiwoulO Ue
used in the campaign to keep Afzal from death ;.*id-
m0ney collected was subsequenily invested in property.

lka
0TBlood Brothers.aso

ainh m n

The Selling of Afzal Guru

'I
:,,

March 24 , 2007
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Feb 10, 2007 NITHARI MURDERS
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VEo R o rs from 02yea 60 o eth ne ofd 006 at 1east o
ch d nre a tron] 0o map S nwe m SS n lromsN ath a a tU n U mg n 0N da Da h Us Ub rb
D S il ree eap ted oc mp ntS b tp an Iv en tS Nhep o adPo ce WC are rea ntl nU app b e tov ack s n chle d F ns a ly
a e hft oc u rtS n rVte hdne e o ASp rc tod
n tives a no S evea hs Ske am ns aof s

U n (a n Un mb to h nd b U ied an d n nrU n nsh nb d b nU s S am n M n0 nde S Ph na dher'ng s 0h uSE
n n s ti a o Ss a de h a Pan dh I th h tsono

d me0 s tc h U
a nd ap oK h da s XU a ub sed nav thendk le md na ch Tred n E HY E KAL oc n ducted taseve ngo rati no ntoYe h 1 s rdUs rSY na dd iScovo thred no

no h ad he o rcIy mre ap ned nd n thto ch rd nre Sd a nce hepp re n hca ov ots Ph an hd r a hnd adcta tve h h im oly ped co h s cka S P na d eh I a d thep
0 an fld n np Aced 1c S ac fa and od dle out oth I

o U T0 th m HE LE KA a So u dn ha he Ie nta lic0p
offl rs a dn c0 Sn ta b hs da u ort nextep dp n h u o heng s p
h hes o ca c rcl hTs p CS e e ne caY ed th iefch m n s te s
0 th o Sca U n hS mp n Tp E H E KAL fited a riES of

oSt eS dn c d th e ba hS m n elo rhe Us S dn ope
ntra sfe eth U o m no pty

A Tehelka investigation unearths illegal banks floated bv,
criminals and backed by strongr"n in Bihar,s norft -"art"rn
0rsrflcts. Ihe report showed how those banks wooed
borrowers and depositors with attractive otfers, ontylo turn
on their 'customers' later.

Aug 4, 2007 I(ANISHKA BOMBING
Talwinder Parmar's 1992 encounter killing may have been
staged because the Kanishka bombing,s llbgld
mastermind knew too much. He knewihat thi ,tgg5 

kaoedv
was 'engineered' by lndian agencies to discredit the
Khalistan movement. Kanrshka,s Canadian inquiry
commission took the investigation on record.

httE_/lr,vlvw.tqhelka,pom/storvmain33.aso?f llename=Ne
040807operation silence.asp

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main3 1.asp?fi lenamo=TsO
906075loppy_pu rsuit_SR.asp

15 May 5,2007

!$g{wwy tihetka. com/storvmain29,ase? ame=Ne050
507couoh Uo.asp
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TA HE LE KA re o rrte s edp ut n Gv p U a fo stx m ntho n
0 7 ISd0 U sed a S dUs n ol h He ndUtVa ideo svar n a h idry d camns ra h e ap of OI a Snang p
o rn en aI rS aS n Phlvye fla a Is ad rS nd activ ts

mad n htti 0w h aI nn de eXpey uteC d n d hen cove dre up
th r eedd s Th S d h o Iey o comp u ndo haot h nedppe

oh U oM i'd bs ESS n S na d ahs the auth itor colles u eddArvi nd aP n d a th aY rat oL, rnVE ment's counse wasca ored n hptu dd n mca aa s Sa n th a Kv L, hS aho who-hco dea de th aN na at S ah h omm n was Jro-B Pp
na d Justi aN n a ati S n no Ifo eth monev ThvTE H E re rto ASp d h a dle theasv most

Uro nd reb ka n0 WO k of n SeI a tive uo n as sm n dn a Th0 mm on md tted h ta aS S dp n na d Nhe RHasked h e Bc 0 e mxa n th m n F b rua 2 00 o lsary daD U s u np te dnty n of Po K EU ard was rested n
no n cti no it hh S ro le n h t-i tso rIU Uo S TE EH L}(Aly

AS ca U d to oc n S nfl th hp D PJs na d Mod to
nc0 0s id a H dn U 0t

Jan 26, 2008

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main37.asp?fi lename=Ne260
'I 08rs_70000.asp
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ETH N R 5 N fl oo d of chea WEa ns VEp s hepo g
row n ns d nc0 fto no nd a a d n rou d nme toS no

P0 S n a S a rms Ubs rS ET H E Lv KA re o rte S m na ap ed nsfiv da t0 a Scce s oys d nap p n AK 7S ndaI KA
US 1 0 km0 oS tsU id e D h an nd west rn ttaU r

P d h MS U a Ina a h e o rs0 p me a ur0by s p
ol SC n Ka ap p S nh k foovsI R 7S 0 0 00 mo m to sp
a 2Jn d ob o wers e a a ab ba a bn asem entrg

n ce fo sR 00I 0 nre ap d EVg n ch The6aper
n Sti a nlo AS caIn oeds u a a m n cuSC [ces
n h on we on h hreg a ert ow n0 an a cktta n0 thes

ne tra R es Prve 0 0F ac m n ne hbo IUp s ng
Ra m U hT o rsrtep e rep to d h a -4AK a7 nd K EA 6s ah d
o 0be rd e d 1

(
ad s n da a n fv to ms a er wea np0

howev I Us uWO bd n 0pp v 0b em M chUp of he
n traco ab dn mca th Ur0 h N a ith he np rdbo rope

rovid n Sn itp o easy

19 Jun 21, 2008 Kept in a slum, fed twice a day, and their blood extracted
thrtce a week - Tehelka uncovered scores of unsusoectino
men who are victims of a well-organised blood traOe 

-' "
cenlred around Gorakhpur,s numerous private hospitals and
clinics.

ln e21s ?fi m
asp

m/ totehelh

60Sbloodthris

18
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Aug 16,2008

http://www.tehelka.com/story main40.asp?fi lename=Ne 1 60S0Sthekafkajroject.asp
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Each e a bom b ex od k np n n0cen ts ns erewspa p
and h ae d ne sc mrea de D M B h€ n Td I Irro B aITh aro n I na esu nti sqv sked Eve beryon htugnto he nc0 n ne S oap S neg ce Swa fi rs banned n02 0 a Snd epo u a n CJty ES ahs d ifi h stu nd ts
S am c [r{oveme ofnt n d a S [,1 as a h ad U b n edds p

bb na hdv aotryg d Ifo dn Th c tma d S M ASnked th AI ao ad na hd e S H nU d ed we a rrested
na d a CU sed of ah htc n e lab rao te ng cta ates np d

mcom nitti te TO ars n 02 08 the nCe re ab nn ed J Mfo U rth me dn ets U a dUp a Ub an to h ea h cas
a a sn TE EH tLKAs 0 owed h b nu a oVE thI ree mon hsna nd n s teta s tn n d o n ofSs d 0 iti no sp a dn
o n 0ve rp h nu redds ofs 0d uc m ne ts ha hes eets Frg Rand c0n SS 0n S lvl 0s ch a S WE c arg based o fonly edrg

d nce h e TE H E L KA d d n o c a m to 0 chU Sfor M
n ti a o en x OSs e0 h e d sp rbU n wa ns ch thvs tate WA s a n nn o nrg o t sn TE H E KAL Ss o ryrob ek eth b n d ud acep a n S S Mg a bnd exte ns no thvM U S m oc mm nU ity

zl Nov '1, 2008

http://www tehelka.com/story_main4O.asp?tilename=NeO.l 
1

r uuc0ver_st0ry.asp

tio

UH m a n a ck n s h th d0 es Lll dnrg us after rmstry
na dd TrU s eh ka n nU ds rcoVE I an n VEn n athtiga

aste Sd re a o thn s 0 mee th rafficke dan th u nyo sct m sS 0 bd thelt 0wn mY s o m a dn lacemp ps entp
n tsag

)) Jan 17 2009 TEHELKA's expose proved that the mobile numbers that
were us€d by the Mumbai terrorists were available with the
lntelligonca Bureau at least five days before ZSlf i. ena iirit
at least three of the 32 numbers were the exact same cell 

--
numbers that the Mumbai terrorists useO to teej in touctr
with their handlers in pakistan.

1 09coverstorv. asD

http:/ elka.co m/sto ry main41 .as ?filena me=Ne 170

23 Mar 21,2009 On February 5, 2009 the Supreme Court ordered a ban on
mrntng_, stone crushing, construction and land sale in the
Aravalti range. Through an undercover operati;; i;h;li;
brought to light the continuing of crushing operations in the
area, vtotatton of the environment management plan, the
illegal construction and sale of forest lanl .nJ nio.i ' 

" -
astonishingly the projection of doctored satellite images of
the green belt.

http J/www tehelka.com/story_marn4 1.asp?filename=Ne21 0
JUVnaItng_the.asp
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?4 Jul 11, 2009 Siachen soldlers

7

6,000 lndian soldiers fight in the minus 50 degree bitter cgld
of the Siachen Glacie r. The Ministry of Defence gave them
flimsy gear that's fit only for minus 10 degrees. Tehelka

-crore contracts given to cobrought to light multi rporations
for gear that had not been tested under extrem e conditions
when there better and cheaper options,
htt tehelk a.com /storv main4 2.asp lenam e=Ne1 10

n atio n .as0

Aug 8, 2009

ook for arresting the masterminds
8 blasts in Ahmedabad. Tehelka tracked

tness to find he has been tortured lnto

behind the July 200
the police's star wi

ng the 'masterminds,falsely implicati

maln42.ashtto helka com/sto ?lilename=Ne 080
80 verstory .as0

Ahmedabad blasts
The Gujarat Police t

Aug 15,2009 Khap Panchayats
Murder, rape and exile are routine punishments in the
parallel'Parliaments'. Tehelka

h m

Tracked khap pancha yats across north lndia and exposed
their draconian laws and judgements.

e lka n42 en
809a taliban.aso

27 May 22,2010 A Tehelka sting_operation proves that for the right price you
can get the Sri Ram Sene to organize a riot anlwh'ere. A slx.
week undercover inves gatlon by TEHELI(A, riveals that
even the Sene's_vlolent, spitfire morality is a hypocritlcal
sham. Sri Ram Sene
members are not just committed ideologues who are
spontaneously willing to become violeni law-breakers for a
'cause". That's just one of their criminal and negative faces.
Tley. are also cy-nical lumpen that can be Oougfit for a f ri-e.
"Contract rioting" - thugs being handed out c6ntracts br
money t0 create riots - no longer is a matter of mere
speculation.
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main44.asp?filename=Ne22O
51 ocoverstory.asp

28 June 19 2010 B Ramalinga Raju, disgraced chairman of Satyam Computer
Services had been.in hospital for nine months, evaOing iriiL
even via video conferencing. A Tehelka journalist got [imself
admined into the same hospital and founO tne forrier lT czar
ill, but fit for trial.
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1A Jul 3, 2010 A Tehelka investigation shows that the Gujarat junior Home
Minister Amit Shah was complicit and direc y lnvolved in a
vast spectrum of crimes. The evidence, primarily call records
that the CBI possesses, implicated him and polite officers
who lyorked at his behest to cover up the fake encounter
that killed Tulsiram Prajapati on December 2g, 2006. The
latter was the sole surviving witness to the December 2005
police encounter that kilted Sohrabuddin Sheikh and his wife
Kauserbi.

http://www.tehelka. com/story_main45.asp?f ilename=Ne030
TlOgujrat.asp

Apr 3,2010
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A_ Tehelka investigation shows that in January 2010,
Manipur Chief Minister Okram lbobi Singh handed over the
ceremonial keys of the Rs 224 crore-Loktak Lake clean-up
project to representatives of a company that does not exist.

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main44.asp?filename=Ne030
41Othe_lake.asp


